THE   SUN  AND   THE   SERPENT

Prasthalas or Trigarttas, Madras, Gandharas,
Arattas, Khasas, Vasatis, Sindhus, and Sauviras
are said to be all equally wicked; * and some of
the others were not much better. The Madras
received a price for their daughters on marriage,
which is contrary to Brahmanical precept. We
find, however, that Bhishma, the Bharata chief,
conformed to this practice when he sought to
obtain Madri as a wife for Pandu. And he paid
"much gold," besides jewels, to Salya, the elder
brother of the princess, who, as head of the
family, gave her away.

We have just seen that amongst the evil
customs assigned to the Bahlikas is the use of
wooden and earthen vessels to contain food.
The descendants of these people seem still to
have a prejudice against the brass vessels used
by all orthodox Hindus, and a preference for
those of wood or earthenware. Owing to the
scarcity of suitable wood in the Panjab plains,
earthen vessels are generally seen. These are
usually broken after being used by a stranger.
Where timber is plentiful, as in the Hindu Kush
or Himalaya, wooden vessels are very common.
These are usually of an oval shape and cc deep-
bellied," as described in the Mahabharata.

1 Mahabharata, Kama, p. xliv.

2 Mahabharata, Adi, Sambhava, p. cxiii.

3 Ib. Kama, p. xliv.
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